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KEIRAN McNAMARA 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.24 pm]: I rise to pay tribute to the 
contribution to Western Australia by the late Keiran McNamara, director general of the Department of 
Environment and Conservation. Mr McNamara was an outstanding public servant who served the people of this 
state and successive governments with professionalism and integrity. He joined the then Department of 
Conservation and Land Management in July 1985 and went on to become CALM’s director of nature 
conservation in December 1991 and its CEO in July 2001. When the then government amalgamated CALM and 
the Department of Environment to form the Department of Environment and Conservation in July 2006, 
Mr McNamara was appointed director general of the agency and served in that role until earlier this year.  

Mr McNamara worked tirelessly to protect and conserve this state’s rich biodiversity. He was at the centre of 
many of the state’s environmental achievements, such as the growth in Western Australia’s national and marine 
parks and other conservation reserves towards a truly world-class system, the creation of our 100th national park 
at Murujuga on the Burrup Peninsula this year, and the recognition of the World Heritage areas at Shark Bay, 
Ningaloo and Purnululu. 
To his family, I say thank you on behalf of a grateful government and community for the enduring legacy left by 
his work. Our state may be blessed with nature’s gifts, but it takes dedicated individuals such as Mr McNamara 
to help us strike the right balance between conservation and sustainable development. The fact that we can 
achieve this in Western Australia speaks volumes to his illustrious career. 

Many members knew Mr McNamara well, whilst I, like many outside this place, knew him through his many 
good environmental deeds, which will continue to touch future generations of Western Australians and visitors 
to our state, for whenever they experience our national and marine parks, they, too, will understand the passion 
for nature that guided this remarkable man’s journey through life. 
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